Mr. Johnson’s classroom policies…

Read this and return the bottom, signed, to Mr. Johnson. It is worth 10 points.

1. Homework is to be completed on time. If you don't have it completed and in hand when I ask for it, it is late (so don't ask me to go to your locker to get it or print it later). I enter a score of zero when student work (homework, quizzes, etc) is  not complete at the time collected. It is your responsibility to find me and give me this work/quiz so that I can update your score. Late work will receive half credit for up to one week. I will of course make exceptions for excused absences. Excused late work should be made up within the number of days missed (if you miss 2 days, then make it up within two days). However if you know ahead of time that you will be gone (ie college visits), you are required to try to get the assignments before you leave.

2. It is the STUDENT'S responsibility to come to me and find out what was missed during an absence and make arrangements to make up the work. If you missed a pop-quiz, and you've only missed one day, then you need to make arrangements with me to make it up the day you return. Failure to make up pop quizzes will result in a score of zero (see above). I will try to remind you or put your name on the board as a reminder, but it is YOUR responsibility to come to me and find out what you should make up. If you have a quiz to make up, you should expect to take it when you ask about make-up work.

3. Tardiness is unacceptable without a note. If you are late for class, expect to do work for me to make up for it. (There are plenty of weeds to pull in the flower beds outside, dishes to wash, and the fish tank can always use cleaning). If tardiness becomes a recurrent issue, more drastic measures may be taken. If you are late by more than 20 minutes, it is considered unexcused (without a note) and will result in a 1.5% grade reduction plus disciplinary action.

4. All work should be your own. Any assigned work should be a reflection of only your creative output. Unless I say otherwise on a specific assignment, assume that you should complete the assignment completely on your own. For worksheets or other book based work (ie, end of chapter quizzes from the text, or handouts) you may look up info from the chapter, but not the answer key (if there is one). I have a zero-tolerance policy for honor code violations. Ignorance is no excuse! I will be happy to let you check your work though. Simply bring it in ahead of class time, show it to me and check against the key to make corrections.

5. During labs, data presented in lab write-ups may be obtained from other students (ie- numerical values obtained in experiments). However, you should answer the questions for yourself. That said, you may ask another student general questions, but remember, what you turn in is a reflection of your understanding. Someone else’s answer (even if it is in your own words) is not your intellectual property. If you are having difficulty with a problem, you really ought to see me for help anyway!

6. If your class uses online quizzes, they should be closed book, closed note (you may study as much as you like before hand though). Since these are typically used to assess how well prepared the class is for an exam, I give credit for completing the task, not the accuracy of the answers. Thus it really is of no benefit for you to use your book for these…

7. Presentations given by two or more people should constitute equal labor from each group member. Let me know if a member/partner is not pulling his/her weight and I will deal with the situation. Giving a presentation where only one person did the work is no better than doing someone's homework for them; and it's a violation of the honor code.

8. Make sure your name is on your work, and that you sign that you are abiding by the honor code with "I pledge..." on any work you turn in to me. If you fail to do so, I will deduct one point on the assignment. I also deduct a point for failure to put your name on an assignment.

9. You should be prepared for class when the bell rings. Do not ask me to go get something from your locker because you didn't think to get it beforehand. This extends to homework as well (see #1).Unless I say otherwise, you should always show up for class with your book, laptop, paper, and pencil!

10. You will have a participation grade in this class. Participation counts for 10% of your overall grade. Everyone will start with 75% in this category. Positive participation is expected! Points will be deducted for negative participation or lack of participation.

Examples of positive participation include asking questions, volunteering answers to proposed questions, eye contact, active note-taking, active listening, contribution in group work.

Examples of negative participation include talking during inappropriate times, monopolizing class discussion, using the computer inappropriately (see above), inattentiveness, sleeping, doing work for other classes, and working on homework during class time.

11. Laptop use in class is a privilege, not a right. Your laptop should be used only for classroom work. In addition to loss of participation points, disciplinary action will also be taken, including banning future laptop use in class.

Inappropriate uses include: 

-web browsing when not expressly permitted, exceptions will be made for looking up info relevant to class discussions.

-chatting/emailing

-playing games

-doing work for other classes

In general when you are not using your computer for classroom use, it should be at a 30° angle (not in standby, but out of the way).

Please make sure you have enough charge on your battery to ensure it will stay powered throughout the class. Outlets are not everywhere and power cords stretched across the room pose a hazard to others.

BTW- While I encourage you to use your laptop I would caution its use for note-taking since much of the information is visual in nature (diagrams, processes, etc). Aside from tablet-computers, most laptops struggle with this...

Your grade will be based on:

Exams: In Adv and AP these will generally be Multiple Choice (60% of test) and Essay (40%), reflecting the AP exam.

Labs: there are periodic lab exercises in class. These labs include questions to be answered by the student.

Pop Quizzes: Quizzes are unannounced and may include questions from assigned readings or class discussions.

Homework

Roots, Prefixes, Suffixes (RPS) Quizzes (Adv Bio only): These weekly quizzes will be based on a list of assigned terms. Quizzes will be given the first five minutes of class Mondays (or first class day of the week) unless otherwise noted.

Review Quizzes (AP Bio only): These weekly quizzes cover material seen in Adv Biology and are typically 30-50 multiple choice questions. With some exceptions one chapter is reviewed per week. They are to be taken outside of class by 3:30 on Friday.

Projects and Papers: These are periodic long term assignments worth more points than worksheets.

Online Quizzes: Adv and AP texts includes an online companion with quizzes that I may request be emailed to me (jason.johnson@kcd.org). When completing these, email yourself a copy too and make sure you received it as insurance in case I don’t (it has happened…).

Class Participation: 10% of total grade. See above

Extra Credit: I occasionally may give an assignment for a small number of points, but these are open to the whole class, and will never under any circumstances be given specifically to a student who is simply “on the border” grade-wise.

Tear off and sign below… Keep the above part for reference!!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student signature

I, _________________________________________ have read and understand Mr. Johnson’s classroom policies. I understand the consequences for failure to follow these policies. 

Parent signature

I, _________________________________________ have read and understand Mr. Johnson’s classroom policies.

