8th Grade Endangered Species Project 2010
Overlying Task:  Choose an endangered species that you would like to save in a particular country. Develop and present a realistic plan to save that species to a panel of potential philanthropic investors.  Persuade the panel that your animal is worth saving!

8th English:  

· Read, discuss, and study Last Chance to See by Douglas Adams and Mark Carwardine.
 

· Write a “travelogue” about your fictional travels to see your endangered species.

  

Earth Science:  

· Select endangered species and country.






 

· Study biospheres, biodiversity, extinction, and endangered animals.  

 

· Create tri-fold informational pamphlet that focuses about current state of species.

 

U.S. History:  

· Study relationship between politics/environmental causes, how laws are put in place, etc.
  

· Study the environmental policies.  

· Use Library and Internet to create a page of bulleted notes about your species/country given specific categories.

8th Computer:  

· Go over details of presentation requirements.







· Initiate and get responses to web-based contacts.




 

· Work on trifold pamphlet for Science (as time allows).




 

· Work on bulleted notes for History (as time allows).






· Work on technology-based visual aide.

Final Presentation:  Develop and deliver a 4-5 minute presentation convincing parents, teachers, and other audience members that your species needs to be saved and that your plan to save your species will work.  You will have a lot of information from your other classes, but you must put it all together into a logical and well-planned presentation.   
Your job is to convince the audience that it is worth the effort to save your animal.  Students should be aware and upfront about both the strengths and the potential weaknesses of their plans.  All presentations must involve a technology-based visual aide and will be followed by questions from the audience that the presenter should be able to answer smoothly.

