ENGLISH 8 – Travelogue Paper Assignment

(Endangered Species Project)
Due February 26, 2010, at the beginning of English Class

Worth 120 points
ASSIGNMENT:  Write a Travelogue that documents a four-day trip to see your endangered species and a day of reflection afterward.

GOALS:  *To educate your readers about both the endangered species and your trip.

      *To persuade your readers that this species should be saved and can be saved.

Specific Requirements:

(1) You must incorporate the research you did for both Science and History classes.

(2) You must be realistic.  This includes the following: your travel to and in your country; the people you meet and see during your trip; what you are capable of doing; the experiences you have on your journey; and the way you view and/or interact with your species.

(3) The one possible exception to the paper’s realism is that you must see the endangered species at some point during your travels.  If your animal still lives in the wild, you must see it there.  (You may see it in captivity, too.)

(4) You should be creative.  While maintaining realism, use your creativity to enhance the story.  (This includes having a creative, meaningful title!)

(5) You must write five entries.  The first four entries concern four days of travel and seeing the animal.  The fifth entry is a reflection upon your return home, and it must include a plan for the survival of the species.
(6) Each of the five entries must be between one full page and three full pages in length (not including images).

(7) Use the power of storytelling.

(8) Write with voice.  When someone reads Last Chance to See, that person gets to know Douglas Adams.  Let your readers get to know you.  This includes writing in first person.

(9) Double-space this paper and follow all other typed paper requirements.

(10) You must incorporate 5 – 10 images in the paper (1-2 per entry).
(11)Your Travelogue must include a Bibliography, and it must follow MLA format.
GENERAL STRUCTURE of YOUR TRAVELOGUE

What happens from day to day during your Travelogue will depend on you, your endangered species, and your country.  If you are struggling with an idea of how to set things up, I suggest you use the guidelines below:

Day One

· Introduce yourself

· If you are traveling a short distance, travel to your country and introduce some facts about it.  If you are traveling a long distance, explain the traveling you’ve been required to do, but begin at the end of those travels (e.g., arriving at the final airport, train terminal, boat dock, etc.)

· Arrive at the location where you hope to see your species in the wild

· Meet up with any guides and/or others who will journey with you

· Explain in general why you are going where you’re going

· Grab your reader’s attention so that the trip and the species sound interesting (In other words, make the reader want to keep reading!)

Day Two

· Describe the habitat 

· Demonstrate some of the reasons why the species is endangered

· See some other species of the region (perhaps those more common or perhaps other animals that are endangered in the same habitat)

· See signs of your animal

Day Three

· See your animal in the wild!

· Demonstrate some other reasons why the species is endangered

· Use your “up close and personal” experience to make your readers want to help save this species

Day Four

· See your animal again (perhaps a different location?  Or perhaps just different animal behavior being observed?  But somehow this experience should be different.)

· Find other things to emphasize to make your readers passionate about saving this species

· Explain anything that you can see that’s being done to save this animal

· Pack up and get ready to depart

Reflections

· Write this entry as if you’ve returned home, read over your four days of journaling, and are now reflecting on what can and should be done to save the species

· Reflect on what you’ve learned from the trip

· Explain a plan to save the species.  This means you must encourage specific action to be taken (this might be encouragement to people on your trip or in the country, or it might be to readers in general – or both)
COMPUTER CLASSES 

During Computer Class on Thursday, February 18 and Monday, February 22, Ms. Shartzer will review how to integrate your images with your text.  You are expected to do this for the Travelogue.

ENGLISH HOMEWORK

There is almost no other English homework while you work on this project.  You should be working on your Travelogue every day!

GRADING RUBRIC

The grading rubric is attached. 
INTERIM DEADLINES

As with all lengthy writing assignments, there will be interim deadlines to ensure everyone is “on track” and not procrastinating.  Each section will receive its own schedule for these deadlines, and they will be posted on My BackPack.

